THE 2010 VANCOUVER WINTER OLYMPICS count-

down is on. Opening ceremonies take place on

February 12, when tens of thousands of Olympic
athletes, coaches, officials and organizers will be
joined by hundreds of thousands of spectators at
the BC Place Stadium in downtown Vancouver and
the Whistler Blackcomb ski resort

If you're heading to Whistler by car, allow plenty of
time. It's just 90 miles from Vancouver, but the Sea-to-
Sky Highway is the only direct route between the two
points and the trip could take up to three hours-or
longer if it's snowing. The highway has undergone a
major expansion and improvement project, but there's
only so much you can do with a road bound by the
water on one side and the mountains on the other.

Vancouver officials are strongly recommending
that fans with tickets take the Olympic bus network.
(There's little public parking around the Whistler
venues, and permits will be required for certain sec-
tions of the highway during peak travel times.)

For those who'd prefer to fly, Victoria-based
Helijet will be offering helicopter charter flights
between Vancouver and Whistler, as well as
expanding the hours of its regular scheduled serv-
ices between Victoria and Vancouver. Flight restric-
tions are being put into place for the games, but it
will still be possible to travel among event venues
by air with prior permission.

The area's floatplane operators will also continue
regular service, with additional security measures in
effect. Vancouver Harbour Air, which bills itself as
the world's largest all-seaplane airling, and Seattle's

Kenmore Air Harbor can also arrange sightseeing
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tours before and after the Olympics.

Fractional ownership firm Flexjet, meanwhile,
has introduced the 2010 Gold Edition jet card, which
gives buyers 25 hours of flight time on Bombardier
business jets plus access to Olympic athletes and
events. Starting at $122,900 and available in limited
ouantities, the Flexjet Gold card includes tickets for
two to the closing ceremony, the men's hockey goid
medal game, the figure-skating gala exhibition and
three speed-skating gold medal races. The card also
includes a three-night stay at Vancouver's Sutton
Place Hotel, Olympic-certified VIP ground trans-
portation and other perks.

Or, if you aren't inclined to brave the cold or
the crowds, you could just stay home. For the first
time, the Olympic Games are being broadcast

entirely in HD. -Stephen Pope

VICTORIA-BASED HELIJET WILL
OFFER CHARTER FLIGHTS FROM
VANCOUVER TO THE OLYMPIC
GAMES IN WHISTLER.
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SIGNATURE FILET
Filet mignion is filet mignon, nght? Net
according (o executive chel Salvatore Lano
of the Air Culinaira kitcher in South
Hackensack, N.J. His Signature Fi
center-cut choice USDA, seasoned and per-

from ordinary filet mignon 15 the accompe-
nying mushroam medley, which heqins

with sautéed, caramelized shallots and

pearl onions and a variety of high-deasity
mushrooms. To that Lano adds a red wing
10 create & rich brown demi-glace and, as
a final touch, truffle ail and seasonings. In

what the chel describes as a sort of Dack-

wards presentation, the mushroom meadisy
serves as 4 lush bed far the steak, which
is finished off with a fresh herb garnish

AIR CULINAILE

1 AIR CULINAIRE, (866)

579-9341 {U1.S.), +44.208-993-5522
{LONDON, FOR CALLERS OUTSIDE THE LLK.),
WWW.AIRCULINAIRE.COM

Air Culinaire operates 13 U.S. kitchens
and one in London. Caterers aciing as

veridors for A Culinaire serve more than
1,000 airports workdwide under the
CaterLink brand.- Kby J. Hariison

Quote/unaucte

“| FLEW on A FaLcon 2000 For Four
YEARS FOR AMERICAN STANDARD, AND
FROM THE SECOND THEY GOT ON THAT
AIRPLANE THE BUSINESS CONVERSATION
WAS NONSTOP, THE LAPTOPS WERE OUT
AND IT WAS ALL BUSINESS. THESE
AIRPLANES ARE A WORKPLACE AT
46,000 reer. WHAT DO YOU THINK,
WE'RE HAVING PARTIES UP THERE?"

—Susan Friedenberg, president, Corporate
Flight Attendant Training



